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where it has pronounced itself decidedly in its
favour.

Those who desire to become acquainted with the
details of its constitution will find them elaborately
expounded in D'Ohsson; I confine myself to the
general outline.

The chief of the body is the Sheik ul Islam, or
Grand Mufti. He is nominated by the Sultan, but
he can only choose one of the three highest func-
tionaries : these, again, are nominated by the Sultan,
but under a similar restriction ; and so progressively
downwards, the Sultan always nominating, but only
from the eligible persons determined and presented
by the hierarchal progression of the body itself.
It finally rests upon the students in the different
colleges who are raised the first two steps by colle-
giate degrees.

The Grand Mufti, the Cazaskiers of Anatoly and
Eoumely, the three Cadis of the first cities, and
some other dignitaries, form the supreme council of
Ulema, or learned men. Their ordinary functions
have reference to their own corporation, but in all
extraordinary or doubtful occasions they are con-
sulted by the Government; they are not invited to
join the divan, but the case is submitted to them.
Thus, for instance, before the measures against Me-
hemet Ali were adopted they were appealed to, and